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APALACHICOLA ANTIQUE &  
CLASSIC BOAT SHOW
APRIL 18 | APALACHICOLA, FLORIDA
Boats are a favorite—and often 
necessary—mode of transportation 
along the Gulf. This seventeenth 
annual event showcases an array of 
vintage beauties, from schooners to 
canoes. Young enthusiasts can get in 
on the action with model boat–build-
ing challenges. antiqueboatshow.org

GULF COAST HOT AIR  
BALLOON FESTIVAL
MAY 1–2 | FOLEY, ALABAMA
Thrill to the sight of both day- 
time and nighttime flights, as  
more than forty-five colorful hot- 
air balloons fill the skies above Foley. 
Enjoy the down-home fare (think 
barbecue and homemade ice cream), 
petting zoo, and K9 agility show. 
southbaldwinchamber.com

    DIGITAL GRAFFITI 
JUNE 4–6 | ALYS BEACH, FLORIDA
This sophisticated South Walton 
town’s Grecian white walls serve  
as a canvas for digital graffiti  
artists from around the world at  
this cutting-edge projection art  
festival. Check out their mind-bend-
ing exhibits, which transform the 
entire town into a dynamic work of 
art. digitalgraffiti.com

T he glittering waters of the Gulf of 
Mexico lap the shores of the American 
South, from Florida’s southwestern tip 
over to Louisiana’s bayou country and 

beyond. For millions of Southerners, the region 
is synonymous with spring break and summer 
vacation. Our guide to the Gulf offers some  
of our favorite ways to enjoy a getaway to this 
picturesque shoreline. Find your perfect Gulf 
town, choose from the coolest accommodations 
(private island, anyone?), and pull up a chair 
at the bars locals swear by. There’s even a field 
guide of sorts for spotting colorful residents and 
sighting visiting celebs. So dive right in, and find 
the corner of the Gulf you want to explore. 

By Jennifer Bradley Franklin  |  Illustrated by Anna Simmons

Fort De Soto Park,  
Pinellas County, Florida
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RESORT STYLE
CHECK IN AT ONE OF THESE FULL-SERVICE ESTABLISHMENTS,  

AMONG THE MOST STORIED IN THE GULF

When “Judge Judy” Sheindlin  
isn’t scolding plaintiffs and defendants 
on air, she likes to retire to the palatial 
Naples, Florida, penthouse she shares 

with her husband, Jerry. Your best 
chances of rubbing elbows with the 

diminutive powerhouse may be at the 
Philharmonic Center for the Arts, 

Amore Ristorante, or The Ritz- 
Carlton Spa, Naples. 

PENSACOLA BEACH AIR SHOW
JULY 11 | PENSACOLA, FLORIDA
This free, all-American air show 
features six of the U.S. Navy’s famed 
Blue Angels, as well as a few dare-
devil civilian pilots, screaming across 
the sky. (Catch an Angels flyby in the 
days before the official festivities for 
gut-check thrills without the massive 
crowds.) pensacola- 
beachchamber.com

SHRIMP & PETROLEUM FESTIVAL 
SEPT. 3–7 | MORGAN CITY, LOUISIANA 
The state’s oldest chartered festival 
(established in 1935) celebrates two 
of the Gulf’s biggest industries with 
the Blessing of the Fleet, a water 
parade, live zydeco and Cajun tunes, 
and plenty of shrimp to peel and eat.  
shrimpandpetroleum.org

Beau Rivage Resort & 
Casino (beaurivage.com) 
in Biloxi is the largest resort 
on Mississippi’s Gulf coast. 
A whopping 1,740 rooms 
welcome guests who come 
to try their luck on the 
85,000-square-foot casino 
floor. The property also 
boasts one of the best golf 
courses in the state: the Tom 
Fazio–designed Fallen Oak, 
which is open exclusively to 
resort guests. 

The Grand Hotel  
Marriott Resort, Golf 
Club & Spa (marriott-
grand.com) in Point Clear, 
Alabama, has been called the 
Queen of Southern Resorts 
for more than 160 years. The 
historic 550-acre property 
overlooking Mobile Bay has 

welcomed an array of no-
table guests, from Margaret 
Thatcher and Barbara Bush 
to Dolly Parton and Fannie 
Flagg. Highlights include 
a European spa, two golf 
courses, a thirty-seven-slip 
marina, and a mammoth 
500,000-gallon pool.

In Santa Rosa Beach, 
Florida, Watercolor Inn & 
Resort (watercolorresort.
com) offers picture-perfect, 
casual luxury at its best. 
Whether guests stay in the 
full-service inn or rent a 
townhouse or beach cot-
tage, they enjoy access to 
the property’s 499 acres of 
beaches, parks, and pro-
tected dunes, and cool perks 
like outdoor movies on a big 
screen and beach bonfires.

The St. Petersburg, 
Florida, area is home to 
a pair of Gatsby-era pink 
stucco palaces. The Vinoy 
Renaissance St. Peters-
burg Resort & Golf Club 
(marriott.com) features 
striking 1920s Mediterra-
nean Revival architecture, a 
private marina, golf course, 

and tennis complex. Just a 
few miles west, in St. Pete 
Beach, the equally impressive 
Loews Don CeSar Hotel 
(loewshotels.com) offers easy 
access to miles of beaches and 
a pair of deluxe heated pools 
overlooking the waves. 

The Gasparilla Inn & 
Club (the-gasparilla-inn.
com) is nestled on 180 acres 
on Boca Grande, Florida’s 
Gasparilla Island. Built in 
1913, its rooms and villas 
have played host to notewor-
thy guests such as Thomas 
Edison, Katharine Hepburn, 
and George H.W. Bush, 
who no doubt relished the 
championship English-rule 
croquet court and seven ten-
nis courts. Today’s guests may 
also play an 18-hole, Pete 
Dye–designed golf course. 

STAR TRACKS

310
Weight in pounds of the largest 

tarpon on record, caught and 
released by a local angler in 2013 

off Anna Maria Island, Florida. 
Sixty miles south, Boca Grande, 

the “Tarpon Capital of the World,” 
welcomes sport fishermen looking 
to land their own prize catch dur-
ing a series of spring tournaments. 

bocagrandechamber.com

5,031
Number of eggs that will be used to 
create a Giant Omelette of Friend-
ship in coastal Abbeville, Louisiana, 

this fall. It’s a nod to Louisiana’s 
French roots: Napoleon famously 

requested a giant omelette be made 
for his troops in Bessieres, France. 

giantomelette.org

15
Number of rare dune lakes 

(composed of both fresh and salt 
water) along Scenic Highway 30A 
in Florida’s South Walton County. 

The only other instances of the 
phenomenon occur in Madagascar, 

Australia, New Zealand, and  
Oregon. visitsouthwalton.com

100
As in 100 Men Hall. A stop on 
the legendary chitlin’ circuit, a 

network of mostly Southern black 
nightclubs, the Bay St. Louis venue 

has welcomed greats such as Big 
Joe Turner, Etta James, and Fats 
Domino. Today, the historic 1922 

club—which still hosts live shows—
is part of the Mississippi Blues Trail. 

100menhall.org

BY THE NUMBERS

Loews Don 

CeSar Hotel
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APALACHICOLA  
FLORIDA

BILOXI 
MISSISSIPPI

CLEARWATER 
FLORIDA

GULF SHORES &  
ORANGE BEACH

ALABAMA

HOUMA 
LOUISIANA

NAPLES 
FLORIDA

ROSEMARY BEACH 
FLORIDA

With a population of less than 
2,500, this historic fishing 
village promises a slow pace, 
miles of unspoiled beaches, and 
enormous oysters. apalachi- 
                   colabay.org

Though it’s best known for its 
resort casinos and attending 
nightlife, this former French set- 
tlement is also prized for its arts 
community and its shrimping 
industry, the biggest on  
the Gulf. gulfcoast.org

Averaging 361 days of sunshine 
a year, this barrier-island city 
draws families with its easy 
accessibility and wide variety of 
accommodations and attrac- 
             tions. visitclearwater- 
              florida.com

These twin cities form a quint-
essential beach community 
that’s home to acclaimed sea-
food shacks, a world-famous  
cocktail lounge, and the  
biggest Ferris wheel on  
the Gulf. gulfshores.com

A gateway to Louisiana’s  
Gulf coast, this bayou town 
is renowned for its outdoor 
recreation and convivial  
      brand of zydeco-fueled  
             Southern hospitality.  
                 houmatravel.com

With its world-class spas, shop-
ping, and golf, this southwest 
Florida city offers the  
ultimate in luxe living.  
paradise- 
coast.com

Perfectly quaint, this planned 
beachside town off Scenic High-
way 30A is the ideal spot for a 
getaway a deux. visitsouthwal-
ton.com/rosemary-beach

Locals start the day at the 
Apalachicola Riverwalk Cafe, 
where crab quiche is a favorite. 
facebook.com/pages/apalachic-
ola-riverwalk-cafe

You can’t go wrong with the 
shrimp and grits in a Cajun 
cream sauce at Fisherman’s 
Wharf–style McElroy’s Harbor-
House. facebook.com/mcelroys.
harborhouse

Kids nosh on chocolate-chip 
pancakes and Froot Loops while 
parents sip well-made Bloody 
Marys at Clear Sky Beachside 
Cafe. clearskycafe.com

Koastal Toast (French toast 
made with thick slabs of Texas 
toast) and golden hash browns 
are served all day at popular 
Kitty’s Kafe. facebook.com/
gulfshoresbreakfast

         Rub elbows with locals at 
Demitasse Cafe, where you can 
fuel up on a shrimp omelette 
and chicory coffee. demitasse-
cafehouma.com

Blueberry’s comes  
by its “Pancake Factory” nick-
name honestly, as it cranks out 
a dozen varieties—from blue-
berry (of course) to bacon—
every morning. blueberrys-
restaurant.com

The line trailing out the door 
of Summer Kitchen Cafe is a 
testament to the delicious 
sausage frittata made with—
you guessed it—rosemary. sum-
merkitchencafe.blogspot.com

Spy native manatees, alligators, 
and turtles on an Apalachicola 
Airboat Adventures tour of the 
Apalachicola National Estuarine 
Reserve. apalachicolaairboatad-
ventures.com

Admire architect Frank Gehry’s 
jaw-dropping campus and view 
                the works of master  
                        potter George Ohr  
                             at the Ohr-O’Keefe  
                               Museum of Art.  
                                georgeohr.org

Comb thirty-five  
miles of beaches in  
search of prickly  
cockles, Florida horse  
conchs, and Sunray Venus shells.

Fish from the second-longest 
pier on the Gulf, walk eighteen 
miles of trails, or attempt the 
seven-tower zipline course at 
Gulf State Park. alapark.com/
gulfstate

Year-round open seasons, lib-
eral limits, and more than fifty 
charters make the city a mecca 
for bow, deep-sea, swamp, and 
fly-fishing. houmatravel.com/
do/charter-fishing

Play the spectacular 36-hole, 
Greg Norman–designedTiburón 
course at The Ritz-Carlton Golf 
Resort, Naples. ritzcarlton.com

Explore the charming town on 
a bicycle built for two from 
Bamboo Bicycle Com- 
pany. bamboobicycle- 
company.com

Perched on the banks of the 
Apalachicola River, the Orman 
House was built in 1838 by one         
of the town’s leading cotton  
merchants and showcases a 
variety of period furniture. flori-
dastateparks.org/ormanhouse

The tip of the Lighthouse Pier 
is the perfect spot to see both 
spectacular sunrises (after a long 
night at the tables) and glowing 
sunsets. 

Spotting a dolphin is guaranteed 
on the Little Toot Dolphin 
Cruise. The shimmering sea 
mammals love to play in the 
wide wake created by the tug. 
littletoot.us

Climb to the top of historic Fort 
Morgan to see where Union Ad-
miral David Farragut gave the 
command, “Damn the torpedoes. 
Full speed ahead!” during the  
1864 Battle of Mobile Bay. fort-
morgan.org

For a close en- 
counter with the un- 
official mascot of bayou country, 
visit Greenwood Gator Farm, 
where you’ll find reptiles ranging 
from hatchlings to twelve-foot-
ers. greenwoodgatorfarm.com

  Calling all bird watchers! Spot  
bald eagles, ospreys, migra-
tory shore birds, and owls at 
Delnor-Wiggins Pass State 
Park. floridastateparks.org/
delnorwiggins

The lovely little Town Hall 
hosts  live music performances, 
                as well as the ultimate 
                       romantic expres- 
                        sion: weddings.  
                        rosemarybeach.com

Stock up on supplies— 
from outdoor apparel and back-
packs to fishing rods and paddle 
boards—to explore Florida’s For-
gotten Coast at Apalach Outfit-
ters. apalachoutfitters.com

Stand in the thirty-two-foot-tall 
jaws framing the entrance of 
Sharkheads before shopping for 
souvenirs and house-made salt-
water taffy. sharkheads.com

Every night is a cause for cel-
ebration at Sunsets at Pier 60, 
where local artists, photogra-
phers, and jewelers sell their 
wares along the 1,080-foot pier. 
sunsetsatpier60.com

Score a one-of-a-kind souvenir 
at the Coastal Arts Center  
of Orange Beach, where  
glass blowers, potters,  
and painters create and  
sell their work. coastal- 
artscenter.com

Get your fishing essentials 
(tackle, bait, ice, beer) and 
check out the antiques at  
Cecil Lapeyrouse’s Grocery, a  
  century-old, family-run general  
    store. 985-594-3054

Shopping in Naples can almost 
be considered a sport, and 
Waterside Shops is a favorite 
venue, with more than sixty re-
tailers including Hermès, Louis 
Vuitton, and Gucci. waterside-
shops.com

Count on plenty of personal 
service at CK Feed & Supply 
Provisions & Gifts, whether 
you’re shopping for snacks or 
picking up prepared dishes for a 
romantic dinner at your pied-a-
terre. cowgirlkitchen.com/feed

                          A fishermen’s 
                          hangout, Papa 
Joe’s Oyster Bar & Grill special-
izes in oysters on the half shell, 
freshly plucked from Apalachic-
ola Bay. papajoesoysterbar.com

The oldest family-run seafood
market on the Gulf, Desporte
& Sons Seafood Market & Deli
offers a popular daily fish
special, which includes gumbo,
fries, and a drink for $6.95.
desporteseafood.com

For a waterside meal that 
doesn’t break the bank,  
Frenchy’s Rockaway Grill’s 
grouper sandwich ($10.95) hits 
the spot, not the wallet.  
frenchysonline.com

Flip-flops are as fancy as 
anyone gets at Doc’s Seafood 
Shack & Oyster Bar, a popular 
dive where the fried shrimp 
come straight from the waters 
outside the door. docsseafood- 
                     shack.com

Tuck into slow-cooked etouffee, 
gumbo, and fresh Cajun Gulf 
seafood at A-Bear’s Cafe. Save 
room for the legendary peanut 
butter pie. 985-872-6306

Indulge in a two-, three-, or 
four-course dinner (your choice) 
waterside at Mereday’s Fine  
                      Dining; the tasting  
                                menu changes  
                               daily. mereday- 
                             snaples.com

Reserve a table on the wrap-
around porch at stylish Havana 
Beach Bar & Grill. Cuban-
inspired tuna escabeche and 
lobster risotto are sourced right 
from the Gulf. thepearlrb.com

Drink a Dirty Blonde brew  
from locally owned Oyster  
City Brewing Company,  
shell some gratis peanuts,  
and jam to live music at  
Bowery Station. bowery- 
station.us

Pull in at Ole Biloxi Fillin’ Station 
for a cold beer or auto-themed 
cocktail (Pink Cadillac, Mustang 
Sally). Top off your tank with a 
plate of crawfish nachos. ole- 
biloxifillinstation.com

Do as locals have since 1926, 
and sidle up to the bar at Palm 
Pavilion for rum runners and 
pina coladas. Watch out for 
kiddos playing in the sand.  
palmpavilion.com

                 Ride the line at the  
                 legendary Flora-Bama,  
                 known for its musical 
chops (Jimmy Buffett plays 
impromptu jam sessions) and its 
version of the iconic Bushwacker 
frozen cocktail. florabama.com

Laissez les bons temps roulez at 
The Jolly Inn Cajun Dancehall, 
where owner Werlien Prosperie 
serves up drinks and  
classic Cajun  
music. thejolly- 
inn.com

Sidle up to the bar at The 
Continental for a sophisticated 
cocktail (try the Hemingway 
Once Said) and an equally high-
brow snack of caviar parfait 
with egg salad and brioche. 
continentalnaples.com

Have a seat in the candle-lit 
lounge at Restaurant Paradis, 
and turn up the heat with a 
round of signature Sriracha 
margaritas. restaurant- 
paradis.com

               Captain Gil Autrey of 
               Captain Gil’s River Cruises  
                   is known for his witty  
                     commentary and his 
                       knack for finding the  
                        area’s elusive gators.  
                        captgill.com

Owner of iconic Mary Mahoney’s 
Old French House, Bobby Ma-
honey is known locally as a bit 
of a comedian. See his “show” 
tableside as a patron of the res-
taurant. marymahoneys.com

Winter the Dolphin’s injury, re-
covery, and prosthetic tail inspired 
The Dolphin Tale movies. See her 
in person at Clearwater  
Marina Aquarium.  
seewinter.com

Lucy Buffett, sister of “Margari-
taville” singer Jimmy, is a local 
celebrity in her own right, serv-
ing as proprietress of popular 
Lulu’s restaurant at Homeport 
Marina. lulubuffett.com

Captain Wendy Billiot (aka 
“Bayou Woman”), operator of 
eco-tour company Wetland 
Tours and Guide Services, is 
known for her near-encyclo-
pedic knowledge of the area. 
bayouwoman.com

Bob Smith is often spotted 
driving his white 1962 MGA 
convertible roadster with an 
unconventional passenger:  
“Camille,” a costume camel 
head bedecked in sunglasses 
and a mink stole.

Friendly artist, photo- 
grapher, and unofficial town 
style director Tommy Crow is a 
familiar fixture on Main Street, 
where he has a studio. tommy-
crowstudios.com

Find Your  

Gulf Town!

vibe

breakfast
joint

favorite
pastime

must-see

attraction

must-stop
shop

grub

watering
hole

unofficial
mayor

Discover the perfect town to fit your style,
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Every night is a cause for cel-
ebration at Sunsets at Pier 60, 
where local artists and jewelers 
sell their wares along the 1,080-
foot pier. sunsetsatpier60.com
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The Gulf ’s tallest Ferris wheel is located at The Wharf in Orange Beach
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With a population of less than 
2,500, this historic fishing 
village promises a slow pace, 
miles of unspoiled beaches, and 
enormous oysters. apalachi- 
                   colabay.org

Though it’s best known for its 
resort casinos and attending 
nightlife, this former French set- 
tlement is also prized for its arts 
community and its shrimping 
industry, the biggest on  
the Gulf. gulfcoast.org

Averaging 361 days of sunshine 
a year, this barrier-island city 
draws families with its easy 
accessibility and wide variety of 
accommodations and attrac- 
             tions. visitclearwater- 
              florida.com

These twin cities form a quint-
essential beach community 
that’s home to acclaimed sea-
food shacks, a world-famous  
cocktail lounge, and the  
biggest Ferris wheel on  
the Gulf. gulfshores.com

A gateway to Louisiana’s  
Gulf coast, this bayou town 
is renowned for its outdoor 
recreation and convivial  
      brand of zydeco-fueled  
             Southern hospitality.  
                 houmatravel.com

With its world-class spas, shop-
ping, and golf, this southwest 
Florida city offers the  
ultimate in luxe living.  
paradise- 
coast.com

Perfectly quaint, this planned 
beachside town off Scenic High-
way 30A is the ideal spot for a 
getaway a deux. visitsouthwal-
ton.com/rosemary-beach

Locals start the day at the 
Apalachicola Riverwalk Cafe, 
where crab quiche is a favorite. 
facebook.com/pages/apalachic-
ola-riverwalk-cafe

You can’t go wrong with the 
shrimp and grits in a Cajun 
cream sauce at Fisherman’s 
Wharf–style McElroy’s Harbor-
House. facebook.com/mcelroys.
harborhouse

Kids nosh on chocolate-chip 
pancakes and Froot Loops while 
parents sip well-made Bloody 
Marys at Clear Sky Beachside 
Cafe. clearskycafe.com

Koastal Toast (French toast 
made with thick slabs of Texas 
toast) and golden hash browns 
are served all day at popular 
Kitty’s Kafe. facebook.com/
gulfshoresbreakfast

         Rub elbows with locals at 
Demitasse Cafe, where you can 
fuel up on a shrimp omelette 
and chicory coffee. demitasse-
cafehouma.com

Blueberry’s comes  
by its “Pancake Factory” nick-
name honestly, as it cranks out 
a dozen varieties—from blue-
berry (of course) to bacon—
every morning. blueberrys-
restaurant.com

The line trailing out the door 
of Summer Kitchen Cafe is a 
testament to the delicious 
sausage frittata made with—
you guessed it—rosemary. sum-
merkitchencafe.blogspot.com

Spy native manatees, alligators, 
and turtles on an Apalachicola 
Airboat Adventures tour of the 
Apalachicola National Estuarine 
Reserve. apalachicolaairboatad-
ventures.com

Admire architect Frank Gehry’s 
jaw-dropping campus and view 
                the works of master  
                        potter George Ohr  
                             at the Ohr-O’Keefe  
                               Museum of Art.  
                                georgeohr.org

Comb thirty-five  
miles of beaches in  
search of prickly  
cockles, Florida horse  
conchs, and Sunray Venus shells.

Fish from the second-longest 
pier on the Gulf, walk eighteen 
miles of trails, or attempt the 
seven-tower zipline course at 
Gulf State Park. alapark.com/
gulfstate

Year-round open seasons, lib-
eral limits, and more than fifty 
charters make the city a mecca 
for bow, deep-sea, swamp, and 
fly-fishing. houmatravel.com/
do/charter-fishing

Play the spectacular 36-hole, 
Greg Norman–designedTiburón 
course at The Ritz-Carlton Golf 
Resort, Naples. ritzcarlton.com

Explore the charming town on 
a bicycle built for two from 
Bamboo Bicycle Com- 
pany. bamboobicycle- 
company.com

Perched on the banks of the 
Apalachicola River, the Orman 
House was built in 1838 by one         
of the town’s leading cotton  
merchants and showcases a 
variety of period furniture. flori-
dastateparks.org/ormanhouse

The tip of the Lighthouse Pier 
is the perfect spot to see both 
spectacular sunrises (after a long 
night at the tables) and glowing 
sunsets. 

Spotting a dolphin is guaranteed 
on the Little Toot Dolphin 
Cruise. The shimmering sea 
mammals love to play in the 
wide wake created by the tug. 
littletoot.us

Climb to the top of historic Fort 
Morgan to see where Union Ad-
miral David Farragut gave the 
command, “Damn the torpedoes. 
Full speed ahead!” during the  
1864 Battle of Mobile Bay. fort-
morgan.org

For a close en- 
counter with the un- 
official mascot of bayou country, 
visit Greenwood Gator Farm, 
where you’ll find reptiles ranging 
from hatchlings to twelve-foot-
ers. greenwoodgatorfarm.com

  Calling all bird watchers! Spot  
bald eagles, ospreys, migra-
tory shore birds, and owls at 
Delnor-Wiggins Pass State 
Park. floridastateparks.org/
delnorwiggins

The lovely little Town Hall 
hosts  live music performances, 
                as well as the ultimate 
                       romantic expres- 
                        sion: weddings.  
                        rosemarybeach.com

Stock up on supplies— 
from outdoor apparel and back-
packs to fishing rods and paddle 
boards—to explore Florida’s For-
gotten Coast at Apalach Outfit-
ters. apalachoutfitters.com

Stand in the thirty-two-foot-tall 
jaws framing the entrance of 
Sharkheads before shopping for 
souvenirs and house-made salt-
water taffy. sharkheads.com

Every night is a cause for cel-
ebration at Sunsets at Pier 60, 
where local artists, photogra-
phers, and jewelers sell their 
wares along the 1,080-foot pier. 
sunsetsatpier60.com

Score a one-of-a-kind souvenir 
at the Coastal Arts Center  
of Orange Beach, where  
glass blowers, potters,  
and painters create and  
sell their work. coastal- 
artscenter.com

Get your fishing essentials 
(tackle, bait, ice, beer) and 
check out the antiques at  
Cecil Lapeyrouse’s Grocery, a  
  century-old, family-run general  
    store. 985-594-3054

Shopping in Naples can almost 
be considered a sport, and 
Waterside Shops is a favorite 
venue, with more than sixty re-
tailers including Hermès, Louis 
Vuitton, and Gucci. waterside-
shops.com

Count on plenty of personal 
service at CK Feed & Supply 
Provisions & Gifts, whether 
you’re shopping for snacks or 
picking up prepared dishes for a 
romantic dinner at your pied-a-
terre. cowgirlkitchen.com/feed

                          A fishermen’s 
                          hangout, Papa 
Joe’s Oyster Bar & Grill special-
izes in oysters on the half shell, 
freshly plucked from Apalachic-
ola Bay. papajoesoysterbar.com

The oldest family-run seafood
market on the Gulf, Desporte
& Sons Seafood Market & Deli
offers a popular daily fish
special, which includes gumbo,
fries, and a drink for $6.95.
desporteseafood.com

For a waterside meal that 
doesn’t break the bank,  
Frenchy’s Rockaway Grill’s 
grouper sandwich ($10.95) hits 
the spot, not the wallet.  
frenchysonline.com

Flip-flops are as fancy as 
anyone gets at Doc’s Seafood 
Shack & Oyster Bar, a popular 
dive where the fried shrimp 
come straight from the waters 
outside the door. docsseafood- 
                     shack.com

Tuck into slow-cooked etouffee, 
gumbo, and fresh Cajun Gulf 
seafood at A-Bear’s Cafe. Save 
room for the legendary peanut 
butter pie. 985-872-6306

Indulge in a two-, three-, or 
four-course dinner (your choice) 
waterside at Mereday’s Fine  
                      Dining; the tasting  
                                menu changes  
                               daily. mereday- 
                             snaples.com

Reserve a table on the wrap-
around porch at stylish Havana 
Beach Bar & Grill. Cuban-
inspired tuna escabeche and 
lobster risotto are sourced right 
from the Gulf. thepearlrb.com

Drink a Dirty Blonde brew  
from locally owned Oyster  
City Brewing Company,  
shell some gratis peanuts,  
and jam to live music at  
Bowery Station. bowery- 
station.us

Pull in at Ole Biloxi Fillin’ Station 
for a cold beer or auto-themed 
cocktail (Pink Cadillac, Mustang 
Sally). Top off your tank with a 
plate of crawfish nachos. ole- 
biloxifillinstation.com

Do as locals have since 1926, 
and sidle up to the bar at Palm 
Pavilion for rum runners and 
pina coladas. Watch out for 
kiddos playing in the sand.  
palmpavilion.com

                 Ride the line at the  
                 legendary Flora-Bama,  
                 known for its musical 
chops (Jimmy Buffett plays 
impromptu jam sessions) and its 
version of the iconic Bushwacker 
frozen cocktail. florabama.com

Laissez les bons temps roulez at 
The Jolly Inn Cajun Dancehall, 
where owner Werlien Prosperie 
serves up drinks and  
classic Cajun  
music. thejolly- 
inn.com

Sidle up to the bar at The 
Continental for a sophisticated 
cocktail (try the Hemingway 
Once Said) and an equally high-
brow snack of caviar parfait 
with egg salad and brioche. 
continentalnaples.com

Have a seat in the candle-lit 
lounge at Restaurant Paradis, 
and turn up the heat with a 
round of signature Sriracha 
margaritas. restaurant- 
paradis.com

               Captain Gil Autrey of 
               Captain Gil’s River Cruises  
                   is known for his witty  
                     commentary and his 
                       knack for finding the  
                        area’s elusive gators.  
                        captgill.com

Owner of iconic Mary Mahoney’s 
Old French House, Bobby Ma-
honey is known locally as a bit 
of a comedian. See his “show” 
tableside as a patron of the res-
taurant. marymahoneys.com

Winter the Dolphin’s injury, re-
covery, and prosthetic tail inspired 
The Dolphin Tale movies. See her 
in person at Clearwater  
Marina Aquarium.  
seewinter.com

Lucy Buffett, sister of “Margari-
taville” singer Jimmy, is a local 
celebrity in her own right, serv-
ing as proprietress of popular 
Lulu’s restaurant at Homeport 
Marina. lulubuffett.com

Captain Wendy Billiot (aka 
“Bayou Woman”), operator of 
eco-tour company Wetland 
Tours and Guide Services, is 
known for her near-encyclo-
pedic knowledge of the area. 
bayouwoman.com

Bob Smith is often spotted 
driving his white 1962 MGA 
convertible roadster with an 
unconventional passenger:  
“Camille,” a costume camel 
head bedecked in sunglasses 
and a mink stole.

Friendly artist, photo- 
grapher, and unofficial town 
style director Tommy Crow is a 
familiar fixture on Main Street, 
where he has a studio. tommy-
crowstudios.com

needs, and pace, and achieve vacation nirvana.
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Play the spectacular 36-hole, Greg 
Norman–designed Tiburon course 
at The Ritz-Carlton Golf Resort, 
Naples. ritzcarlton.com
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Guests to The Red Bar (deceptively 
named, as the food is a major draw) 
in Grayton Beach, Florida, may spot 

rocker Sheryl Crow among the dinner 
crowd. The ultra-private songstress is 
rumored to have a beachside home in 
Seaside and has also been known to 

nosh on the crave-worthy grilled cheese 
sandwiches at The Meltdown on 30A.

STAR TRACKS

Brush off the sand and make 
tracks for these one-of-a-kind 
Gulf attractions

Take a mind-bending 
romp through the 
world of Salvador 
Dali at the dali 
museum in St. 
Petersburg, Florida. 

The museum’s collection of oil 
paintings, drawings, sculpture, and 
other works by the Spanish surreal-
ist is the largest outside Europe. 
thedali.org

Prepare for lift-off at infinity 
science center in Pearlington, 
Mississippi. Test your mettle in the 
new OMEGA Flight Simulator, then 
take a behind-the-scenes tour of 
nearby John C. Stennis Space Cen-
ter, NASA’s largest rocket-engine 
test facility. visitinfinity.com

Step right up and get in on the 
three-ring fun at the ringling 
circus museum in Sarasota, 
Florida. Walk the tightrope,  
pack into a clown car, check out 
vintage posters, and marvel at  
the 44,000-piece circus model.  
ringling.org/circus-museum 

All aboard for 
adventure at 
the u.s.s.  
alabama 

battleship memorial park in 
Mobile, Alabama. Explore a dozen 
decks, man one of the big guns, and 
check out historic aircraft on a visit 
to this massive World War II battle-
ship, measuring 680 feet from stem 
to stern. ussalabama.com

BEYOND  
THE BEACH

HOT PROPERTIES
FROM A PALACE TO A HOUSEBOAT, CHECK 

OUT OUR FAVORITE WEEKLY RENTALS

1 ULTRA-LUXE  |  Destin, Florida

Eleven-bedroom, fourteen-bath Palazzo 
del Mar features 16,000 square feet of living 
space, a chef’s kitchen, a covered pool and hot 
tub, and a guest cottage. Don’t want to hike up 
four stories of spiral staircases? Your chariot 
(an elevator) awaits, because when you’re pay-
ing as much as $36,000 a week, you shouldn’t 
have to break a sweat. fivestargulfrentals.com

2 ANGLER’S PARADISE  |  Grand Isle, Louisiana 

Built in 2012, Bayfront Camp overlooks 
Caminada Bay and is designed with seri-
ous fishermen in mind. The three-bedroom 
home, which rents for $1,350 a week, comes 
complete with a barbecue pit, fish-cleaning 
station, picnic tables, and covered boat park-
ing. Best part: You can catch speckled trout 
and crab from your own 400-foot lighted pier. 
grandislecampforrent.com

3 MADE FOR LOVERS  |  Seaside, Florida 

There’s something inherently romantic 
about a space built just for two, so couples are 
sure to fall for Beach Front #1. Our favorite 
of a dozen standalone Honeymoon Cottages 
designed by Southern architect Scott Merrill, 
the charming whitewashed beach house 

features an outdoor Jacuzzi tub, wood-burning 
stove, and second-story porch. It rents for 
$2,289 a week. homeownerscollection.com

4 SWEET SECLUSION  |  Sanibel, Florida 

It’s hard to get more remote than a 
private island, and for $4,500 four-acre Cres-
cent Island can be yours, if only for a week. 
Accessible only by boat, the island features a 
three-bedroom Old Florida–style home (the 
only structure on the island) with a fourth-
floor observation deck perfect for spotting 
your closest neighbors: a pod of dolphins. 
privateislandsonline.com

5 QUIRKY COMFORT  |  Apalachicola, Florida

For a completely novel place to lay your 
head, tuck into the Reelaxation Houseboat, 
a vessel permanently docked on the town’s 
eponymous river. It features one rustically 
decorated bedroom, a fully outfitted kitchen, 
and deck chairs that serve as front-row seats 
for spying manatees, dolphins, and native 
birds. Nightly rates start at $200. vrbo.
com/430068

Prices reflect starting rates for weekly rentals, unless otherwise noted.
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Uncle Andy’s  
Ice Cream Parlor
St. Pete Beach, Florida

Housed in the Loews 
Don CeSar Hotel, this 
old-fashioned parlor of-
fers forty-four flavors of 
Tampa-made Old Meeting 
House ice cream. Go 
with the Don’s specialty 
flavor: vanilla (colored 
the hotel’s signature 
pink) with marshmallows, 
M&Ms, and chocolate-
covered pretzels. loews-
hotels.com/don-cesar

Dawson’s Yogurt and 
Fudge Works
Seaside, Florida

Thought to be one of 
the oldest yogurt parlors 
in its original location in 
the nation, this sweets 
shop has been serving up 
frozen yogurt and home-
made fudge for twenty-
six years. Indulge in the 
Kahlua or the salted 
caramel, or opt for the 
organic, fat-free Yobe. 
sweetwilliamsltd.com

Wild Roots  
Organic Foods 
Pensacola Beach, Florida

Organic BeachPops at this 
healthy eatery are made 
in-house with fresh fruit, 
nut milk, and evaporated 
cane juice. Replenish after 
a day on the beach with 
one of thirty-two flavors, 
including the Ginger 
Rabbit (carrot, avocado, 
coconut milk, ginger) and 
the Baha Hot (mango, 
cilantro, cayenne). wild-
rootsorganicfoods.com 

Meagan’s SnoBalls
Grand Isle, Louisiana

Shaved-ice SnoBalls are 
a warm-weather staple 
on the Gulf, and visitors 
to Grand Isle can get a 
taste of the original 1936 
SnoWizard-style treat. 
Shop owner (and town 
mayor) David Camardelle 
puts his spin on the classic 
with options like the Sno-
Ball Delight (vanilla ice 
cream–stuffed SnoBall) 
and the pickle juice  
SnoBall (they swear it 
cures hangovers). 

Mr. Gene’s Beans
Fairhope, Alabama

Stop in at this charming 
downtown cafe and  
coffee bar for a local 
favorite: the Fairhope 
Float, an iced mochaccino 
capped with vanilla  
yogurt and whipped 
cream. It’s the perfect 
way to perk up and cool 
down in the Alabama 
heat. 251-928-6915

Bluegill  |  Spanish Fort, Alabama

This family-friendly dive on the 
Mobile Bay Causeway serves 
up Gulf coast classics, from 
shrimp loaves to New Orleans–
inspired flaming oysters. Try 

the shrimp and chicken gumbo, a favorite of 
one-time regular Elvis Presley (request to sit in 
his favorite booth!). bluegillrestaurant.com

Ole Biloxi Fillin’ Station  |  Biloxi, Mississippi 

Housed in a 1920s service station, this small 
operation orders fresh ingredients daily for its 

inventive dishes with bayou roots (think 
baked Cajun oysters in New Orleans 

barbecue sauce). On summer 
weekends, guests line up for craw-
fish boils. olebiloxifillinstation.com

Cabbage Key  |  Pineland, Florida 

Accessible only by boat, this eighty-acre, palm-
lined island is home to an irresistible 1930s 
open-air tavern. Enjoy peeling fresh shrimp 

and cracking stone crab claws as gopher tor-
toises mosey past. Don’t miss the views from 
the sixty-five-foot water tower. cabbagekey.com

City Seafood  |  Everglades City, Florida 

Diners pack the dock-
side tables at this cafe 
and market to feast on 
pressure-steamed stone 
crab (Everglades City is 
the Stone Crab Capital 
of the World), as well as 
perfectly seasoned conch, 
frog legs, and alligator. 
cityseafood1.com

Indian Pass Raw Bar  |  Port St. Joe, Florida 

A commissary until Hurricane Kate devastated 
it in 1985, this iconic cafe off Highway 30A 
is regarded as one of the best raw bars in the 
South. Flip-flops are welcome, drinks are self-
serve on the honor system, and the oysters are 
never fried. indianpassrawbar.com

SEAFOOD SHACKS
COME AS YOU ARE AND DINE ON THE DAY’S CATCH  

AT THESE STANDOUT SHANTIES

By Calli Monnier

Favorite Frozen Treats
Beating the heat has never been sweeter

By Calli Monnier

New Orleans is home 
to the original SnoBall 

created in 1936.
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The Gulf’s most iconic 
frozen cocktail, the Bush-
wacker, was first blended at 
The Sandshaker in Pensacola 
Beach, Florida, in 1975. With 
ingredients that include 
ice cream, coffee liqueur, 
and eighty-proof rum, it’s a 
dangerously delicious treat. 
Today, you’ll find other 
beach bars shaking things up 
along the Gulf. Island Time 
in Bradenton Beach, Florida, 
is famed for its banana 
daiquiri made with a frozen 
banana, rum, and a splash 
of lime juice. At Daiquiri 
Deck Raw Bar in Sarasota, 
Florida, the lengthy menu of 
frozen libations includes the 
Kryptonite: a frozen electric 
lemonade concoction topped 
with grain alcohol. And in 
Orange Beach, Alabama, 
Island Time Daiquiris serves 
thirsty customers the Or-
ange Beach Attitude: Ever-
clear, whipped-cream vodka, 
and orange flavoring. It’s 
kind of like an orange cream 
ice pop—with a serious kick. 
—Allison Entrekin

Wacky 
Daiquiris
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Get Hooked 
If fishing is your religion, the Gulf’s teeming 

waters are your temple

The Gulf is something of a mecca for anglers, who reel 
in a bounty of grouper, trout, and tuna, to name a few. 
There’s pier fishing, inshore charters, and deep-sea 
expeditions from which to choose, and plenty of pros 
ready to share a story or tip. 

On Sunshine Skyway Fishing Pier (floridastateparks.
org/skyway), the world’s longest, dangle a hook (or 
a trap for blue crabs) into the waters of Tampa Bay. 
Chances are, if it swims in the Gulf, it will eventually 
pass by. Continue south to Matlacha, a tiny Old Florida 
island just off the coast of Fort Myers. Join locals at all 
hours, day and night, on Matlacha Bridge, dubbed “the 
fishingest bridge in the world,” to try your luck landing 
snook and tarpon, which swim in the dynamic north- 
and south-flowing currents of Matlacha Pass. 

For sport fishing with a side of luxury, head over 
to Grosse Savanne Waterfowl and Wildlife Lodge 

(grossesavanne.com) in Lake Charles, Louisiana. 
Calcasieu Lake, a saltwater estuary, is 

just right for snagging trophy speckled 
trout and giant flounder; nearby, two 
freshwater lakes are stocked with 
largemouth bass. The ultimate reward: 

feasting on your expertly prepared catch 
served in the dining room of the resort’s 

plantation-style lodge. 
If you’d rather cast a line in the  

deep blue beyond the shoreline,  
there are charters available  
in almost every town. One  
standout is Capt. Mike’s Deep Sea Fishing (captain-
mikeonline.com), based in Dauphin Island, Alabama. 
Captain Mike Thierry’s decades of experience and 
conservation work repairing offshore artificial reefs 
afford him an insider’s advantage when it comes to 
locating fish. Hook a range of species, from mackerel 
to marlin, on trips ranging from five hours to several 
days. And if you find yourself in Thierry’s hometown 
in July, stick around and rub elbows with more than 
3,000 competitors and 75,000 spectators at the  
Alabama Deep Sea Fishing Rodeo (adsfr.com), the 
world’s largest fishing tournament. 

You love sand and surf, but the thought of lying on a  
towel for hours makes you twitch. Good thing the  
Gulf has plenty of outdoor activities to satisfy your  

inner adrenaline junkie. 
In Panama City Beach, Florida, divers appreciate the  

numerous wrecks—including a large British tanker—that earned 
the area its reputation as the Wreck Capital of the South. Check 
out octopus, grouper, and schools of baitfish, and save time for 
dry-land exploration at the Man in the Sea Museum (maninthe-
sea.org), the only deep-water diving museum in the country.

Kiteboarding is also a big deal on the Gulf. Thanks to its calm 
waters and consistent winds, it’s the perfect place for thrill- 
seekers to zip across the water on a board while a power kite 
pulls them along. Kiteboarding companies all over the Gulf will 
help with lessons and launches (the toughest part of the sport).

If stand-up paddleboarding is more your thing, you’re in good 
company. YOLO (yoloboard.com), one of the pioneers of the 
sport, is headquartered in Santa Rosa Beach, Florida, and offers 
lessons for all levels in nearby Sandestin. You can even take a 
yoga class on your paddleboard, if you’re so inclined.

In Pascagoula, Mississippi, bike the town’s historic ten-mile 
trail (cityofpascagoula.com/biking), a scenic loop that follows the 
waterline. The second Saturday of each month, join the Singing 
River Cyclists on their ride from Anchor Square downtown to 
LaPointe Krebs, where you’ll celebrate the ride’s completion 
with beignets. —allison entrekin

In 2009, former MLB Yankees shortstop Derek Jeter commis-
sioned a 30,000-square-foot waterfront mansion, nicknamed “St. 

Jetersburg,” in Tampa’s swanky Davis Islands neighborhood. Since 
returning to the city where he started his career (and spent many 
a spring in training), he’s been spotted at hopping restaurant 717 
South and upscale outdoor shopping mall International Plaza. 

STAR TRACKS

GET A MOVE ON
OUTDOOR REC ON THE GULF REDEFINES  

PLAYING AT THE BEACH
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Shell Game
Score the perfect souvenir  
on Sanibel Island 

The Gulf Coast beaches are considered 
the best in North America for shelling, and 
nowhere is this more evident than along 
South Florida’s Lee Island Coast, a fifty-
mile stretch of white, sandy coastline stud-
ded with more than 100 barrier islands.

Sanibel Island—christened Costa 
de Caracoles or “Coast of Seashells” by 
Spanish explorer Juan Ponce de Leon— 
is the crown jewel. Taking advantage of 
an atypical east-west orientation, this 
twelve-mile-long, three-mile-wide island, 
roughly the size of Manhattan, acts like 
a scoop, depositing more than 400 types 
of shells—from lightning whelks and 
lettered olives to the more elusive 
junonia and lion’s paw—onto 
its shores. For the best shell-
ing, stick to the gulf-facing 
beaches, such as secluded 
Bowman’s Beach on the 
north end of the island.

For a seashell fix that 
doesn’t involve straining 
your back with the “Sanibel 
stoop,” head to the Bailey-
Matthews National Shell Museum 
(shellmuseum.org), where you’ll find more 
than thirty exhibits devoted to mollusks 
from around the world. Afterward, stop in 
at Sanibel Seashell (seashells.com) to stock 
up on any treasures you may have missed; 
the seventy-three-year-old, family-owned 
shop carries more than 10,000 kinds of 
shells. And if you happen to visit the island 
in early spring, check out the Sanibel Shell 
Show. You’ll be inspired by the personal 
collections on display and amazed at the 
seemingly endless crafting possibilities 
shells have to offer. —whitney tomasino
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Sunray 
Venus

Nutmeg

Shark’s Eye 
Moon Shell

Lion’s Paw 
Scallop

Lightning Whelk

Banded 
Tulip

Lettered 
Olive

Junonia

Calico  
Scallop

Baby’s Ear

Apple Murex

Ram’s Horn

Fighting 
Conch


